PUPPETS THROUGH AMERICA
of severe balancing and muscle raising exercises that sug-
gested a very thorough basis for serious dancing. After
the performance we were photographed with the students of
puppetry, who had made a pretty set of American Indian
hand-puppets.
They were enjoyable audiences that responded freely to
our English sense of humour, which pleasantly surprised
me because it has been hinted that English humour is un-
appreciated by the Americans, and vice versa. But at a
kindergarten school the children laughed and applauded so
riotously that everyone was a little frightened, and the
mistress, rather puzzled by the outburst, could only say,
" Well, they say it's good for children to laugh, and I said
to myself Mr. Wilkinson is handing out the chance."
At the Handsome Dana Hall School in Wellesley we found
a very sympathetic audience in a lovely hall, and, to add to
our slight acquaintance with American education, we
arrived in the middle of a music lesson, and set the theatre
to expert performances of Chopin, and to a particularly
sweet and true singing of Schumann's Nussbaum.
From these experiences it seemed that American school
children are very well provided for in very modern schools.
I know there is a tradition that American classes are a year
or two behind the, standards of European classes, but it is
probably an ancient generalisation that begins to lose its
meaning nowadays. American needs and conditions are
different from European needs ; America is large and con-
ditions vary; and, after all, America is educating the
illiterates of the grand and supercilious Europe that denied
them any education at all.
As to the educational standards of Wellesley College I am
not in a position to judge, but the huge building in Gothic
style, standing in three hundred acres of rolling hills, wood-
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